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Abstract

A discussion on the significance of James Legge’s CHINESE CLASSICS for Hong
Kong language and culture education

James masterpiece CHINESE CLASSICS:WITH A TRANSLATION, CRITICAL AND
EXEGETICAL NOTES,PROLEGOMENA, AND COPIOUS INDEXES is still very
significant among English Sinology. Those who research on Chinese Culture cannot
neglect it’s value. The format is a good sample of biliterate and trilingual because it is
a Chinese and English version with commentaries. The change of the pronunciation
from Cantonese of the early version to Mandarin of the later version shows the
trilingual knowledge. Some selected passages are good teaching materials. The five
academic introductions briefly introduce the Chinese Classics history. Because the
cultural background affected Legge’s translation and commentaries, The Chinese
Classics made culture exchange. These classics can be included in reference
documents of some related subjects.
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biliterate and trilingual education Chinese Classics Confucian Analects Mencius
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( (GmEB Ewi) > 1981 > H36) °
The Master said, "Those who are without virtue cannot abide long either in a
condition of poverty and hardship, or in a condition of enjoyment. The virtuous rest in
virtue; the wise desire virtue."

(James Legge, 2001a, p.165.)
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( (EmegiEET) > 1981 > 7 36) -
The Master said, "Riches and honors are what men desire. If it cannot be
obtained in the proper way, they should not be held. Poverty and meanness are
what men dislike. If it cannot be avoided in the proper way, they should not be
avoided. If a superior man abandon virtue, how can he fulfill the requirements of
that name? The superior man does not, even for the space of a single meal, act
contrary to virtue. In moments of haste, he cleaves to it. In seasons of danger,
he cleaves to it."

(James Legge, 20014, p.166.)
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( (GmeB Esi) > 1981 > HI1T) »
Zi You asked what filial piety was. The Master said, "The filial piety
nowadays means the support of one's parents. But dogs and horses likewise are

able to do something in the way of support; - without reverence, what is there to



distinguish the one support given from the other?"
(James Legge, 20014, p.148.)
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( (FEFIFEHR) > 1981 > FH201-202) -
Mencius said, 'l like fish, and | also like bear's paws. If | cannot have the

two together, | will let the fish go, and take the bear's paws. So, | like life, and |

also like righteousness. If | cannot keep the two together, | will let life go, and

choose righteousness. | like life indeed, but there is that which | like more than

life, and therefore, | will not seek to possess it by any improper ways. | dislike

death indeed, but there is that which | dislike more than death, and therefore

there are occasions when | will not avoid danger. If among the things which man

likes there were nothing which he liked more than life, why should he not use

every means by which he could preserve it? If among the things which man

dislikes there were nothing which he disliked more than death, why should he

not do everything by which he could avoid danger? There are cases when men

by a certain course might preserve life, and they do not employ it; when by certain

things they might avoid danger, and they will not do them. Therefore, men have

that which they like more than life, and that which they dislike more than death.

They are not men of distinguished talents and virtue only who have this mental

nature. All men have it; what belongs to such men is simply that they do not lose

it.

(James Legge, 2001b, pp.411-414)
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THOUESTRA TAE -

e M RIS R A e R R L BRI - (R A AN s 2 rh P S B s
HIHIAL B AR AR > ¥ o B 4 BRI A i BV E R B A SRR Y -
N PR EA I FERIRE TRAVR IR MBI E RN - B Y R e g =2
PREUBRERVRRSS - SUEMTSE - AEMERRE - TEMESRI » RERE P EEFH E5 b
R > S 25 S X A AR SR AR 5 (SR8 > 2009 > B 147) -

A~ (PEKHESZT) BERREAREITY

EEFRANL =5 > WCET IS BRERER - =2 EE
ah ~ BEE -~ T BLEEMEERY - 1861 fE2 1871 FE{JhEL 1893 FFAR I
fiHy (PR siEE ) (A2 Pt B IR - fEM SRR LRI AR -

ZER ARy GEamsEE2S55E ) SUS PR TEVES AR A >
MZEPEPSGERE  IEERF T ESEE Ghsg) > H (AIE) =

B AR B s E i Eol ot gl L R - RIS 2 T
KILfz (hE ) €7 ¥ BEE ORI - bl T = & (GhiE) 23 3% 5
5 0 m B RN EN R R AP E g T
i= ;7 benevolence (% € )-~perfect virtue (= % 91+ )~ the virtue
proper to humanity (% #4FF g t2) ~ true virtue (p & g i) & 7
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